Introduction to the Problem
Confessionalization is a concept that has been highly charged and much discussed in recent historiography. Whether seen as an important paradigm, a useful tool for periodization, or simply dismissed, the question of confessionalization has clearly and signiÀ cantly affected how we think about early modern Germany.
Yet little attention has been given to the relation between confessionalization and early modern German Jewry. It is primarily within the context of the impact of the development of the modern state on Jewish communities or, alternately, the development of internal Jewish reform after the Haskalah (or in some recent literature the movement for codiÀ cation or the false messianism of Shabbatai Sevi) that there has been any connection posited between early modern Jewry and confessionalization.
In what follows I offer a brief review of the paradigm of confessionalization and a look at the problems and implications of the model. I then ask whether there is evidence that early modern German Jewry experienced signiÀ cant changes that might be usefully associated with the confessionalization paradigm and I illustrate with a few examples.
Confessionalization
Confessionalization has recently been deÀ ned as the "consolidation and advancement of the development of the three confessions (Catholic, evangelical, and Reformed Churches) in terms of religious doctrine, relationships with the state and developing religious identities, particularly in Germany but also in other parts of Europe and its empires." 1 According to another interpretation, confessionalization is "The spiritual and organizational solidiÀ cation of the various Christian confessions diverging since the faith-split to a halfway stable Church according to dogma, constitution and religio-customal life form." 2 A product of German historiography in the 1970s, 3 the paradigm generally assumes that confessionalization unfolded especially in Germany between the years 1555 and 1648, though some scholars maintain that the confessionalization of the Church followed the process of splintering and differentiation of Western Christianity that began with the Hussites in the later Middle Ages and culminated with the "confessional churches" after the sixteenth-century Reformation. 4 Despite its apparently simple deÀ nition, however, confessionalization has been used in a variety of ways in the scholarly literature. The paradigm raises signiÀ cant questions of how historians understand the possible breaks between the medieval and the modern.
5 It also forces us to consider broader early modern political developments such as state building, the concept of social discipline, and identity building, and how to compare various religious movements and developments, which despite differing theology, spirituality, and legal-institutional forms shared some general developments.
6 Indeed, confessionalization has become a central category, even an "elemental process," for distinguishing the early modern period. According to one recent historian, discussion see Heinz Schilling, "Die Konfessionalisierung im Reich," Historische Zeitschrift 246 (1988) 
